
THE MYSTERIOUS DEATH OF PAUL BONDURANT
MURDER AT THE PALACE BAKERY



• David Garrett Bondurant is the son of David 
Bondurant & Polly Garrett of Buckingham 
County, VA 

• He moved to Shelby County, KY and 
married Almira Hope 

• They moved to Downing, MO and establish 
a farm arriving in 1853 

• They have five children 

DAVID BONDURANT, MAY 2020

BONDURANT FAMILY IN 
MISSOURI
FROM BUCKINGHAM COUNTY, VA TO DOWNING, MO

David Garrett Bondurant Almira Hope Bondurant

Thomas Nelson, William Hope, Margaret Ann, James David, Marion Lee



• Largest Town in NE Missouri (Population 
6,000 in 1900) 

• Primarily Agricultural Area 

• Home of Kirksville Normal School, a 
teachers college 

• Home of American School of Osteopathy, 
the first College of Osteopathy
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KIRKSVILLE, MO
COUNTY SEAT OF ADAIR COUNTY, MO

Adair County Courthouse - 1899

East Side of the Square - 1893



• Founded in 1867 

• Now Called Truman State University, the 
Leading Public Liberal Arts College in the 
Midwest
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KIRKSVILLE STATE 
NORMAL SCHOOL
FOCUSED ON TEACHER EDUCATION



• Founded By Andrew Taylor Still in 1892 

• Taught Unique Homeopathic Medicine 
Based Upon Spinal Manipulation
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AMERICAN SCHOOL OF 
OSTEOPATHY
THE FIRST OSTEOPATHY SCHOOL IN AMERICA

ASO

AT Still Teaches Medical Students



• Brought Family to Kirksville from Downing 

• Goal was to Educate Family and form a 
Family Business 

• Founded Palace Bakery in 1907 

• Palace Bakery, Ice Cream, Dairy, and Soft 
Drink Business Became one of the Largest 
Businesses in NE Missouri
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JAMES DAVID BONDURANT

FOUNDER OF PALACE BAKERY IN KIRKSVILLE, MO



JD married two wives: 

Louisa Mety Norton Bondurant (died Aug 7, 
1900) 

Rose Missouri Barker Bondurant
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JD BONDURANT FAMILY

Bondurant Family Picture , About 1914
Front Row: James David Jr. with Baby Brice, Lyda (his wife), James David Sr.,  

Rose (his 2nd wife), Ethel, and Edith

Back Row: Paul, Ruby (his wife), Price, Minnie (his wife), William,  

Georgia (his wife), Earl, Lois, Edsel (Rose’s son), Lloyd

Not Shown: John who died in 1908



Palace Bakery - 1907 Retail Bakery & Ice Cream Parlor
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Paul Bondurant was working in the office of 
the Palace Bakery in downtown Kirksville 
when Walter Seale, the baker, left for dinner.  
When he returned at 6:30 pm, he found Paul 
Bondurant dead and sitting in the elevator 
with rope around his neck.  The rope was 
connected to a ladder on the second floor of 
the building.
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THE MYSTERIOUS DEATH 
OF PAUL BONDURANT
SATURDAY, JANUARY 17, 1915



• Brother Jim called to Palace Bakery 

• Sheriff and Coroner Called 

• At 9:30 pm, Coroner assembled an Inquest.  
Three witnesses called.  Inquest declares 
death a suicide.  Finds broken neck, rope 
burns on hands 

• Funeral is held at Father’s house at 2:30 pm 
Monday
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KIRKSVILLE DAILY 
EXPRESS
JANUARY 19, 1915



• At the funeral, Price Bondurant observes 
bruising and indentations on Paul’s head. 

• Dr. William Hope Bondurant, Paul’s Uncle 
inspects wounds.  Believe these are signs of an 
assault. 

• Family calls Pinkerton Investigative Service of 
Chicago. 

• D. N. Gillison, a Pinkerton investigator arrives 
on January 20
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FAMILY DISCOVERS 
SIGNS OF MURDER
PINKERTON AGENT CALLED TO INVESTIGATE FURTHER



• Lack of Motive - Paul was to become Junior Warden of Masonic 
Lodge on Monday after death.  Paul was to become part-owner 
of Palace Bakery with his brothers. 

• Marks of Assault on Paul’s Skull  

• Dust on Ladder not disturbed by climbing the ladder 

• Rope tested, could not have stretched enough to allow hanging 

• Finger marks on Ladder sent to US Government lab for 
comparison to Paul’s finger marks on glass. 

• Rope marks on Paul’s hands were simply soot from working on 
furnace before closing. 

• Paul’s clothing was clean, no sign of falling from second floor
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DETECTIVE FINDS 
EVIDENCE OF FOUL PLAY
MORNING NEWS, JANUARY 22, 1915



• Attorney for Bondurant Family had verdict in former 
Inquest set aside in Circuit court 

• Body Exhumed, Second Autopsy performed 

• Dr. George Still, son of AT Still of ASO Hospital leads the 
second autopsy 

• Autopsy finds Paul’s neck was not broken and no signs of 
suffocation. 

• Bruising on Skull did not fracture skull or cause 
hemorrhaging. 

• No cause of death identified.
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FAMILY MOVES FOR 
SECOND INQUEST
DAILY EXPRESS, MARCH 9, 1915



• JD Bondurant wrote letter of his niece in 
Nebraska on March 10 

• Expressing frustration with Coroner, feels 
he has been bribed by Insurance company 
to continue finding of suicide 

• Coroner set aside new Inquest jury in favor 
of same original jury 

• Concerned of jury being railroaded
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JD BONDURANT LETTER 
TO JOAN BONDURANT
CORONER ACCUSED OF BRIBE FROM INSURANCE COMPANY



• Dr. Still testified neck not broken, no signs 
of strangulation.  Head wounds could 
render unconsciousness but not death. 

• He stated that Paul Bondurant was 
murdered 

• Jury found Death from Unknown Causes. 
Pinkerton evidence not presented
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SECOND INQUEST HELD 
MARCH 12, 1915
DEATH FROM CAUSES UNKNOWN TO THE JURY



• Bondurant family offer $1000 reward for 
capture of the murderer of Paul Bondurant 

• Additional Evidence revealed to press 

• Seales heard steps on second floor and 
found elevator door to roof ajar 

• J.M. Whitlock, a realtor passing by Palace 
Bakery observed man coming out of 
elevator about time of murder.  Provided a 
description of the man.
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BONDURANTS OFFER 
REWARD FOR MURDERER
DAILY EXPRESS MARCH 13, 1915



• Unknown man, 180 lbs, with a high forehead enters building 
through roof elevator door. 

• Paul Bondurant while closing Bakery for evening is attacked on 
second floor and knocked unconscious. 

• He is dragged to elevator, assailant attaches rope to ladder nearby 
and brings elevator to 1st floor 

• Attaches noose around Paul Bondurant’s neck to simulate hanging. 

• Hearing noises outside, walks out of elevator and is seen by 
bystanders.  He goes to 2nd floor and exits via elevator door when 
baker returns. 

• The murderer was never caught and motive for the crime was 
never determined.
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FINAL THEORY OF 
MURDER PUBLISHED
KANSAS CITY STAR, MARCH 19, 1915


